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Friends of the D.T. Fleming Arboretum at Pu‘u Mahoe was created in 2002 with the
mission to carry on the original work of David Thomas Fleming- to support
reforestation efforts to restore Maui’s watershed and native habitat on the southern slopes
of Haleakala. In ten years, the Arboretum has increased from 90 to 150 native plant
species working for a complete collection of the remaining South Maui dry land forest.
We distribute approximately 38 of our rarest species for out planting into private and
public exclosures. We are constantly out planting greater populations of individuals of all
Maui’s dry land plant species reforesting Pu‘u Mahoe as a strong seed bank for
restoration of Maui’s native dry land forest. New plantings attract native birds and insects
with nectar, fruit, and seed, restoring Pu‘u Mahoe into an oasis for native wildlife.
Most exciting in our conservation work is our involvement with the community.
Regular monthly tours share the importance of native plants for the preservation of
Hawaiian culture and Hawaii’s natural resources. Educational programs teach individuals
skills to be project leaders in conservation activities. Regular monthly volunteer days
involve volunteers in projects clearing, planting, fertilizing, mulching and nursery work.
Special field trips and volunteer days are planned thru-out the year for youth and
community groups. Volunteers participate in purposeful fun activity, learning vocational
and social skills working together with projects planned for a day’s completion and pride
in accomplishment. “DT” created the Fleming Arboretum for Hawaii and its people. We
carry on his vision by welcoming with Aloha the public in our work. Our goals are great.
Volunteers help make our goals a reality, and the Arboretum sustainable.
May 2012, we celebrated FOFA’s 10 year
anniversary...10 years of commitment with exciting
accomplishments each of those years. FOFA’s
anniversary was highlighted by receiving the 2011 Betty
Crocker Award of Excellence, which recognized Pu’u
Mahoe as the most outstanding community garden in the
State preserving Hawaii’s beauty. In addition, Scenic
Hawai‘i awarded the Arboretum their prestigious
Scenic Hawai‘i Legacy Award, choosing from all
public & private gardens the Fleming Arboretum as
the leading garden in the State of Hawai‘i, preserving
Hawaii’s history & culture.
These recognitions are especially exciting
because we have only just begun developing Pu‘u
Mahoe, as one of the leading conservation resources
Photo by Mary Jo Lobianco
for Maui and all Hawai‘i .
FOFA’s ten year anniversary
Thank you for your support making our work
is blessed by Kumu
possible.
Gordean Leilehua Bailey.

Dedicated to Preservation of Hawaiian Native Plants, Forests and Wildlife Habitat
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2012 Preservation Highlights
Keahi
Bustamente
documents
the health
of the rare
Melicope
ascendens
planted
in the
Arboretum.

Pu‘u Mahoe is being restored as
an oasis providing
food, shelter and water
for native pollinators.

Anna Palomino of the Olinda
Rare Plant Recovery Facility
propagates the Arboretum’s rarest
seeds.

A rooted
air layer
of Melicope
knudsenii
gives hope
for the
species’
survival.

Photos by Bob Bangerter

The ‘Amakihi (above) and
‘Apapane feed on the nectar of
the Arboretum’s native flowers.

Whit Germano & Stephanie
Seidman of Maui Nui Botanical
Gardens (MNBG) receive
Halapepe seeds donated by FOFA
to propagate and give to the
public on Arbor Day.

Photo by Duane Sparkman

The Arboretum protects three of
the only five Koki‘o- Kokia cookei
individuals.

Cover Photo: The Pu‘u Mahoe
Rain Alter on Ulupalakua Ranch
is adorned with ho‘okupu
(offerings) to the rain goddess at
the beginning of Hawaii’s planting and rainy season October
2012. This was constructed in the
1980s to represent the ceremonial
rain alter on Pu‘u Mahoe,
documented in Hawaiian history,
connected by forest cloud to the
rain alter on Kaho‘olawe.

The native Koa (left) and
Kamehameha butterflies are seen
in varied stages of metamorphosis.

Tamara Sherrill receives Hame
seedlings from a 60 year old tree
growing in the Arboretum to be
out planted into MNBG and
Kanai‘o Natural Area Reserve.
The web of a native moth
caterpillar is woven as a
protective shelter in the leaf of an
Arboretum Loulu Palm.
Alahe‘e- Photo by Michele S. Daniels

2012 Project
Project Highlights
2012
Highlights
Mike
Abreu
(on left)
and Kyle
Pico
deliver
quality
Kiawe
posts.
Old
3,000
foot
water
line is
replaced.

Arborist Tai Domen of
Alihilani Arborcare LLC
manages Arboretum
maintenance and pruning.

New
plantings
thru-out
the year
reforest
Pu‘u
Mahoe.

Rodney Calasa & family manage
Pu‘u Mahoe’s feral animal control.

Jake (left) & Vince Souki prepare to
make invasive species extinct.

Kihei
Youth
Center
students
practice
proper
planting
methods.

Canine volunteers inspect
Pu‘u Mahoe’s main access
road upgraded by a grant
from the USDA-NRCS.

Wattle-tree mulch chipped by Coursen Hoke and 2,000 lbs of
chicken manure feed Pu‘u Mahoe’s native plants this winter.

Boy Scouts walk a 300 foot trail
accessing new planting areas they
constructed on a volunteer work day.

A vision for the future: To restore Pu‘u Mahoe back to native forest“A vignette of primitive Hawai‘i”.

2012 Program Highlights

Shyla Isbell (left) and Tisha
Alconcel of Kihei Youth Center
model native Plumbego flower
earrings and Hibiscus bouquets.

Kamehameha Schools Maui
digital photography class
instructed by Angie Abe (in blue)
learn photo enhancing techniques.

FOFA hosts painting from life of
native plants for families- parents
and their children taught by
artist Pam Hayes (top photo).

The Arboretum is a classroom for
Maui College Field Biology
students each semester.
Below: Botany expert Bob Hobdy
shares his knowledge leading an
Arboretum tour.

Paul Rice (left) and assistant
Mike Deponte complete a
retaining wall at the Arboretum
during a free Rock Wall
Workshop demonstration.

Boy Scouts Troop 14 experience
a memorable time on a Camping
for Volunteers weekend.

From biology to photography, the D.T. Fleming Arboretum
offers a view of the past and a window to the future.

2012 Volunteer Highlights

Volunteers join an Arbor Week
celebration at the Arboretum to
“Plant a Wish”.

Ernest Rezents,
professional tree
consultant, accesses
health of the trees.

John Gagnon poses
with Putsie and new
plantings, one of his
many projects.

2012 Fleming Arboretum
Volunteers of the Year Award

Bonnie Wong (on left) with
daughter Kristi Stone, grandchildren– Kamakalei and Tiare
practice the Native Plant Trivia
Game to manage the Arboretum’s
booth at the Volunteer Expo.

Arborist Terry Nutt
manages pruning of
the seven Maui
County “Exceptional
Trees” growing
in the Arboretum.
David
Moran,
with best
friend
Rocky,
saves labor
doing many
jobs via
ATV.

Fletcher Prouty
And

Joshua Demetropoulos

The Native Hawaiian Plant
Society volunteer each year.

of Troop 14 have earned the Boy
Scouts of America’s highest honor
– the Eagle Scout award. Fletcher
and Joshua were recognized at the
Boy Scout’s Court of Honor held at
Holy Ghost Church community hall
in Kula on July 2nd, 2012.
Fletcher and Josh earned their
Eagle Awards planning, planting
and installing trees and irrigation
for a 630 foot windbreak to protect
and restore Pu‘u Mahoe’s native
forest and wildlife habitat.

Mikayla Harp of Boys and Girls
Club helps serve traditional
Fleming desert- “Purple Cows”.
Photo below by Tamara McKay

Elena (on left) & Irene Newhouse
gather Arboretum native foliage for
lei at the Ha‘iku Flower Festival.

Friends of the D.T. Fleming Arboretum is committed to developing Pu‘u Mahoe’s
potential to benefit Hawai‘i and Hawaii’s people.
Mahalo for your support, making our successes possible.
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Free tours are available on the last Saturday of each month.
Volunteer workdays are on the first Saturday of each
month. Come be a part of our exciting new projects.
For reservations call 808-572-1097 or
Email: info@flemingarboretum.org

Thank you for your support.
Please mail to:
FOFA
P.O. Box 101
Makawao, Maui, HI 96768

____Please remove my address from your mailing list.

____Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation- payable to
FOFA.

Email:______________________________________

___________________________________________

Address:____________________________________

Name:______________________________________

Dedicated to Preservation through Protection,
Propagation & Distribution

Friends of D.T. Fleming Arboretum at Pu‘u Mahoe
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